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APPENDIX 1: RANKING CRITERIA FOR DWSRF PRIORITY LIST

1. Documented health risks 
 
a. Acute health risks - 120 points max. 

 
Fecal coliform or other pathogens - two or more boil orders in any 12-month period. Risk must 
be documented as a reoccurring and unresolved problem that appears to be beyond the direct 
control of the water supplier. 

 
Surface Water Treatment Rule (SWTR) treatment technique violation - source must have been 
developed as an unfiltered supply, an inadequately filtered supply, Ground Water Under the 
Influence of Surface Water, and/or without adequate contact time prior to the development of 
EPA SWTR regulations that would have mandated improved treatment.  

 
Chemical contaminants (other than nitrate or nitrite) - risk must be documented as reoccurring 
and unresolved problem confirmed through quarterly sampling (or as determined by DEQ) that 
appears to be beyond the direct control of the water supplier. Contaminants must be present at 
levels exceeding Unreasonable Risk to Health (URTH) levels. 

 
Nitrate or nitrite Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) violations - MCL violation must be 
confirmed through routine and check sampling as required by DEQ. 

 
Guidance for ranking: For unfiltered surface water, use 70% of max. Points in this category 
unless there have also been documented problems with turbidity, fecal contamination or 
disease outbreaks. Award an additional 10% of max points for each of the following: boil 
order resulting from a turbidity violation, fecal MCL violation, documented disease outbreak. 
If disease outbreak has been documented, award maximum points. 

For filtered surface water systems, a Contact Time violation without boil orders or fecal MCL 
violations, etc., should receive 50% of maximum points under this category. Award additional 
points for the additional violations. 

 
Example: an unfiltered surface water system has had turbidity violations resulting in a boil 
order, as well as a fecal MCL violation. There have been no documented disease outbreaks. 
The system would get 70% + 10% + 10% = 90% of max points in this category. 

 
b. Non-acute health risks - 60 points max. 

 
(Non-fecal) coliform bacteria - two or more Total Coliform Rule (TCR) (non-acute) MCL 
Significant Non-Compliances (SNCs) automatically qualify if the problem is documented as a 
regularly reoccurring and unresolved problem that is beyond the direct control of the water 
supplier. 

 
Man-made chemical contaminants - problem must be documented as a reoccurring and 
unresolved problem that is beyond the direct control of the water supplier. Contaminants must 
be present at levels that are above the Practical Quantification Limit (PQL), and less than the 
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URTH level. Contaminants must be detected at least twice during quarterly monitoring in any 
12-month period. MCL violations may or may not occur. 

 
Natural chemical contaminants - problem must be documented as a reoccurring and unresolved 
problem through quarterly sampling (or as otherwise determined by DEQ) that is beyond the 
direct control of the water supplier. Contaminant levels must be confirmed as an MCL violation, 
but the averaged value of the violation must be less than the URTH level.  

 
Guidance for ranking: Start with 50% of maximum points in this category for lead and copper 
or other chemical violations and go up or down in 10% increments depending on the severity 
of the problem. 

2. Proactive compliance measures - 50 points max. 
 

Improvements in infrastructure, management or operations of a public water system that are 
proactive measures to remain in compliance with current regulatory requirements, to ensure 
compliance with future requirements, or to prevent future, potential SDWA violations. 
 
Guidance for ranking: If a system is reacting to an existing documented health violation under 
category 1a or 1b, it should receive no points under this category. Emphasis should be toward a 
deliberate proactive approach to potential health problems. A system with points awarded in this 
category typically will currently be in compliance with most or all SDWA regulations. 

3. Potential health risks 

a. Microbiological health risks - 25 points max. 
 

Occasional but reoccurring detects of coliform bacteria resulting in one or less TCR (non-acute) 
MCL violation in any 12-month period.  

 
Reoccurring and unresolved problems with non-coliform growth that are beyond the direct 
control of the water supplier, and result in inconclusive coliform bacteria analyses.  

 
Water distribution pressures that routinely fall below 35 psi at ground level in the mains, or 20 
psi at ground level in customers’ plumbing systems. Problems must be the result of 
circumstances beyond the direct control of the water supplier.  

 
b. Nitrate or nitrite detects - 25 points. 

 
Occasional but reoccurring detects of nitrate or nitrite at levels above the MCL that occur once 
or less in a 12-month period. MCL violations are not confirmed by check sampling.  

 
c. Chemical contaminant health risks - 20 points max. 

 
Occasional but reoccurring detects of man-made chemical contaminants that occur once or less 
in any 12-month period. Levels must be above the PQL, but below the URTH level. MCL 
violations do not occur because of the presence of the contaminant is not adequately 
documented through check-sampling. 
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Occasional but reoccurring detects of natural chemical contaminants (other than nitrate or 
nitrite) at levels above the MCL that occur once or less in a 12-month period. MCL violations are 
not confirmed by check sampling.  

Guidance for ranking: No additional points should be given in this category for contaminants 
already addressed in categories 1 or 2. However, if a project scope includes remedies for 
different types of violations, it should receive points in each of the applicable categories. 

4. Construction of a regional public water supply that would serve two or more existing public 
water supplies - 30 points. 

 
Regionalization would increase the technical, managerial and/or financial capacity of the overall 
system, would result in some improvement to public health, or bring a public water system into 
compliance with the SDWA. 

 
5. Affordability (Only one applicable - maximum 20 points). 

Expected average household combined water and sewer user rates, including debt retirement and 
O&M are: 

greater than 3.5% of MHI - 20 pts 
 between 2.5% and 3.5% (inclusive) of MHI - 15 pts 
 between 1.0% and 2.5% (inclusive) of MHI - 10 pts 
 1.0% or less of MHI - 5 pts 
 

Expected average household user rates for water only, including debt retirement and O&M are: 
 
 greater than 2.6% of MHI - 20 pts 
 between 1.6% and 2.6% (inclusive) of MHI - 15 pts 
 between 0.1% and 1.6% (inclusive) of MHI - 10 pts 
 0.1% or less of MHI - 5 pts 

 

DWSRF PRIORITY LIST BYPASS PROCEDURES 
If it is determined by DEQ that a project or projects are not ready to proceed or that the project 
sponsors have chosen not to use the DWSRF funds, other projects may be funded in an order different 
from that indicated on the priority list. If DEQ chooses to bypass higher ranked projects, it should follow 
the bypass procedure. 
 
The bypass procedure is as follows: 
 

1. DEQ shall notify, in writing, all projects which are ranked higher than the proposed project on 
the DWSRF priority list, unless it is known that a higher project will not be using DWSRF funds. 

2. The notified water systems shall have 15 calendar days to respond in writing with any objections 
they may have to the funding of the lower ranked project. 

3. DEQ shall address, within a reasonable time period, any objections received. 
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EMERGENCY BYPASS PROCEDURES

If DEQ determines that immediate attention to an unanticipated failure is required to protect public 
health, a project may be funded with DWSRF funds whether or not the project is on the DWSRF priority 
list. DEQ will not be required to solicit comments from other projects on the priority list regarding the 
emergency funding. 


